
                January 2023  •  Events & Outlook

  January
23  President’s Cabinet meets, 9 a.m. 

   • Citizenship Classes,  6-8 p.m., 16 week-

ly classes - May 22, $120, FMI: 620-417-1170.

25  Wear Green Wednesday! 
    • SCCC Admissions hosts Texhoma 
school tour    
    • Lady Saints and Saints Basketball,  6 
and 8 p.m. v. Colby

26  Library Chess Tournament,  2 p.m.  
    • Early Childhood Education Work-
shop,  6- 8 p.m., SU 214. First of four 
programs through April. $10.  For more 
information, call 620-417-1170.  

27  Last day to withdraw class w. refund

30 President’s Cabinet meets, 9 a.m.  in SU 
214 E/W.

• Taste of Kansas 
potluck, 11a.m.-1 
p.m., Student Union. 
No cost to attend this 
multicultural meal cele-

brating the foods we love in Kansas. 

February
6-7 SAVE THE DATE!  for Apprentice-
ships: A Workforce Solution.  Seating 
is limited and RSVPs should be sent to 
bandi@sccc.edu. This event is sponsored by 
Kansas Commerce. Fee: FREE; 1 session; 
Shonda Atwater; SU214 E/W
Session 1: Dinner, M; Feb. 6; 6-7:30PM
Session 2: Business Over Breakfast
T; Feb. 7; 7:30-8:45AM
Session 3: Lunch & Learn, T; Feb. 7; 
11:45AM-1PM

Early Childhood Ed series begins

SCCC’s Quiz Scholars team traveled to Kansas City last weekend with sponsor Charity Horinek. In its second year of the 
competition, the team came out fighting in the early rounds before encountering a grueling afternoon, tying for fifth place in 
the NAQT Sectionals at Johnson County Community College. “They are great kids and play hard," said Horinek. “I'm so proud of 
them.” From left, freshman students Cody Bremencamp and Aidan Rice of Liberal, freshman Kaley Walls-LeGrand of Boise City, 
Okla., freshman Alexis Williams of Plains, sophomore Nicole Piper of Hugoton, and sophomore Aubrey Schumacher of Elkhart..
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Thursday workshop first of four
    Early Childhood Education is in short supply 
in Liberal, and a newly formed group seeks to 
address that challenge. As part of the Southwest 
Kansas Early Childhood Coalition, Seward 
County Community College will host the first 
of four education workshops on campus this 
week, from 6-8 p.m. Thursday in SU 214. The 
training session costs $10, and includes dinner 
and no-cost childcare for those who register in 
advance (through Wednesday). 
     The first of four monthly training sessions, 
Thursday’s session focuses on the importance 
of care for the caregiver. “Self-Care for Early 
Childhood Professionals,”presented by Stepha-
nie Keller of a statewide infant-toddler special-
ist network, offers more than just helpful hints. 
     “This professional development activity will 
help you cognitively, physically and emotionally 
bounce back each day,” organizers stated. 
     Future workshops will focus on positive par-
enting, wrestling with safe sleep, and sensory 
stimulus in infant and toddler environments. 
     “We want to support early childhood edu-
cation professionals, whether that takes place 
in a preschool, daycare, or a more structured 
organization,” said SCCC B&I Director Norma 
Jean Dodge. “It’s important work that often 
goes unrecognized.”

     To provide additional support, the coaltion 
is offering gift cards to help cover gas costs for 
those who attend from outside Liberal. Par-
ticipants who attend all four monthly training 
sessions will receive an early childhood literacy 
gift set valued at $200.  Each training session is 
approved for credit through the Kansas Depart-
ment of Health and Environment.
     Members of the Southwest Kansas Early 
Childhood Coalition are Child Care Aware od 
Kansas, KCCTO-KITS Infant-Toddler Special-
ist Network, Kansas Children Service League, 
Liberal Area Coalition for Families, Russell 
Childhood Development Center, and SCCC.

     For more information about the Thursday 
event and the entire series of workshops, or to 
register, call 620-417-1170.



International Pancake Day Race Signups
January 23-27, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Liberal Recreation Center, 950 S. Grant
January 30 - Feb. 3 , 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Liberal Recreation Center, 950 S. Grant
 Note: No. of participants in children’s races is limited; sign up early!

Saints STUDENT SPOTLIGHT
Seward County Community College Board of Trustees • January 2023 

Affordable price close 
to home made SCCC 
Delgado’s top choice

In her own words:
 My parents didn’t have the 

opportunity to go to college, so 
they pushed me a lot. I’m paving 

the way for my brother and 
younger cousins. It shows that 
it’s possible, and they’re really 

excited to see me succeed. 

Dennisse Delgado
Age:  Sophomore, 20 years old

Hometown: Hugoton, Kan.

Major:  Elementary Education

High points at SCCC:
• English Comp I & II with Dr. 
Lori Muntz, who “helped me find 
my voice and open up as a person.” 
• Getting a reference from Dr. 
Muntz to work as a tutor at the 
Writing Center
• Proving herself wrong by passing 
Biology with a good grade despite 
science not being a favorite subject

Clubs & Hobbies: 
• TRiO organization
• Hispanic American Leadership 
Organization (HALO), where she 
is the media specialist officer
• Rec league volleyball
• DIY Cosmetology & 
makeup 

Looking forward to: 
• Public Speaking class,
   Spring 23
• Preparing for transfer 
to K-State, where she 
has been accepted

Career Goal: 
Teach elementary 
school in a small town 
like where she grew up, 
maybe Liberal or 
Hugoton

“

Denisse Delgado, far right, with other HALO officers.

“

     As a high school senior in 2021, 
Denisse Delgado had her sights on 
OPSU. But a day trip to visit the campus 
convinced her otherwise.
     “I knew I was going to commute 
from my home in Hugoton and making 
that drive everyday seemed too long 
and too expensive,” she recalled. “SCCC 
just made more sense.”
     Price and sustainability were import-
ant to Delgado, who worked part time 
as a waitress throughout high school. 
She was entering college as a first-gen-
eration student, all too aware of the cost 
and the need to make it worthwhile. 
     Her parents were supportive, with 
the long view in mind, and the family 
opted for Seward. 
     Two years later, Delgado says it was 
the right decision. 
     “When I was younger, I was very 
scared to be outspoken in a group, and 
the funny thing is that my teacher in 
English Comp I, which I didn’t expect 
to enjoy, had a great way of teaching 
that made a big difference,” she said. 
     That instructor-student relationship 
gave her confidence to do hard things 
in many subjects, including the dreaded 
Intro to Biology class. The prospect of 
moving on to Kansas State University 
is a lot less intimidating now that she’s 
conquered the first two years at SCCC. 
     TRiO advisor and HALO club spon-
sor Erika Espinoza is certain Delgado 
will do beautifully at K-State. 
     “She is a natural leader,” said Espi-
noza. “I am looking forward to hearing 
back from her in a a couple years, and 
seeing what she has accomplished.”

NOTES from the PRESIDENT 
     Saints got an early start 
observing the legacy of Dr. 
King a week ago on Friday 
morning, when the local MLK 
Scholarship organization 
hosted a breakfast fundraiser 
on campus. I was glad to see 
a cross-section of community 
members attending. Folks from 
the City of Liberal, USD 480, 
and the Liberal Area Coalition 
for Families, along with local 
church members, students, 
and SCCC administrators, 
trustee Kay Burtzloff, and 
staff members all sat down 
together to enjoy pancakes, 
bacon, and eggs.
     Faculty were unable to 
attend due to teaching obli-
gations. That’s a fitting detail, 
as their work achieves just 
as much good for the caus-
es championed by Dr. King 
as our celebration did. They 
were busy providing what our 
students need to claim their 
share of the American dream.

To read President Bennett's weekly 
column about MLK day, and a com-
plete archive of his weekly posts, log 
on at https://scccnews.com/saint-stories/

SAVE THE 
DATE

We are on the look out for 
Kids College instructors! 

Call 620.417.1170 to have 

all your questions 

answered. 

Teach the kids in our community life skills, 

cooking, computer skills, sports, and so 

much more.

July 17-20, 2023

Kids
College
2023

https://scccnews.com/saint-stories/

