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Board gets updates on accreditation, mover groups
Higher Learning Commission evaluators positive 
LIBERAL —  The Seward County Community College Board of Trustees met Nov. 4 following the site visit of the 
Higher Learning Commission’s review team, which is part of the college’s accreditation process. While the final 
report from HLC will not be available for another month, the experience was overwhelmingly positive. SCCC 
President Ken Trzaska stated that he was very proud of the College team, noting that the process to build the 
portfolio takes about 18 months.

“The HLC Site Visit Team recognized that SCCC is committed to students and that employees show empathy,” he 
said. “They had positive comments regarding the mover group structure, the budget process, and SCCC’s passion 
for diversity and ability to demonstrate inclusivity. They also noted that the College operates with integrity, has 
sound policies and understands cybersecurity. They were impressed with students as well as with advisory board 
members and their support, particularly in CTE, and the Board and the way it operates.”

Recommendations included addition of a coordinator or lead-assessment person and to continue to address fac-
ulty credentialing opportunities.

“We recognize that there are difficulties in hiring the people that we need,” noted VPAA Joe McCann. “But at the 
same time, we will work on laying the groundwork now to move to these goals.”

Agriculture Instructors Nick Noterman and Josh Morris presented an update on the Agriculture Program which 
included a renewed focus on certificate and degrees, departmental goals and attention on the livestock judging 
teams. The ag instructors and their students  plan to have another  Ag  banquet . The event last year served to 
raise significant scholarship funds for the program. 

In his report to the board, athletic director Dan Artamenko introduced tennis players Karl Wurth and Gabriel 
Ortiz. The team went to Iowa for regionals in both singles and doubles. Wurth won regionals and is a national 
runner-up for partners. Ortiz won small college nationals and goes to large college nationals this week. Their per-
formance this fall was the second time in college history for the tennis program to compete at the national level. 

Artamenko said construction in the Greenhouse has begun, where it is planned for a trophy case to replace the 
old ticket booth/concessions stand and will be used to highlight programs. Other improvements to the athletic 
area include the refurbishing of the “All American” room for booster events, hospitality, recruitment and signing 
events. 

Annette Hackbarth-Onson, Chief Mover for the Enrollment Management Mover Group, provided an update 
which included analysis of trends in enrollment over the past three years as well as a forecast and strategies for 
growth. The entire report can be viewed here via Board Docs. 

VPAA Joe McCann brought an update as Chief Mover of the Academic Transformation Group, which included 
the following highlights: 
 • Establishment of Lead Instructors Fall 2019 and Division Chairs Fall 2018
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 • A part-time Coordinator of Distance Learning and Canvas Learning Management System Administrator 
was added after a search for a distance learning director failed.
 • Presently working on hiring a Spanish GED instructor with support through KBOR grant funds for that 
position.
 • Instructor and Staff position realignment and additions were discussed.
 • Concurrent Faculty – There are currently 48 concurrent instructors, 14 of them do not meet HLC aca-
demic standards for transfer. Each of those instructors have a development plan and have accomplished part of 
their plan. BlendFlex courses increase the offering of Gen Eds in high schools as well.
 • Four additional pathways were added in Fall 2019. There are now two meta-major AS degrees available
 • The use of EWalk course evaluation continues, although it is still too early to tell what the outcomes will 
be for the program although results are shared with faculty as they are compiled.
 • Expanded use of course data.
 • Multiple grant activities including LSAMP, Bridges, Soybean Commission Biofuels, and NSA Corrosion 
Curriculum Development. There are currently 12 students participating in such programs, 8 in the Bridges grant 
program and 4 in the Soybean Council grant.

In other business, the board took the following actions and heard reports:
 • Approved the Academic Calendar for AY2020-21, which included minor changes from the previous 
year’s academic calendar.
 • Voted to accept the purchase of Hybrid VXRail hyper-converged infrastructurefrom ConvergeOne, in 
the amount of $258,718.00, as presented.  
 • Chief Information Officer Lemert reported that the U.S. Justice Department still has not published a 
legal opinion regarding website ADA compliance. The current benchmark is 74% completion, and the college is 
currently at 83%. The college IT department conducted another phishing test, and thus far about half the college 
employees had responded. 
 • Vice President Donovan brought news of multiple student activities through the first semester.  The Cru-
sader student news team won 1st in the nation for 2-year college websites. Students in Phi Beta Lambda attended 
a conference in New York City. Close to 1,000 people attended Trick or Treat Street, which is hosted by Student 
Life organizations. A Veterans Day activity providing opportunities for students, faculty, and staff to write notes of 
appreciation to veterans and service members will then distribute the cards to veterans locally. 
 • Vice President McCann provided information about the CTE Expo conducted on Oct. 11, in which more 
than 500 high school students participated. 
 • Vice President Sander noted that SCCC will host the KACCBO fall meeting Thursday and Friday. 
He has several guest speakers lined out from both KBOR and KACCT. Maria Dennison, KSBDC Regional Direc-
tor, spearheaded a rural and independent business conference in Dodge City with about 30 different speakers.
 • President Trzaska invited board members to attend the next Hall of Saints Induction Ceremony Nov. 9. 
He said the executive team has asked Chris Hickman serve in the interim until a new dean of Industrial Technolo-
gy is hired. Several people from Colvin Adult Learning Center toured the Epworth Building to evaluate a potential 
move to that facility. They felt that the positives outweighed the negatives. Further investigation will be conducted, 
and the information will be brought to the Board at a later date.
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